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1964 VINTAGE REPORT

After a hot and foirly dry summer the vintafe in
the red and dry white producing areas begaen generslly during
the week of ilst, Septesber. At this stage the grapes
were extremely healthy =2nd hopes correspendingly high.

Until the 2§5th. the westher remsined perfect and after heavy
roin on the 26th, it was again dpry though cloudy from the
27th, to 23%th, The first three days of October were extremely
wet = more poin fell from the Ist, to ird., thor normslly
falls in the whole month of Octeber. Then followed three days
of fine sunny weather to be feollowed by more very heevy rain
that contimued daily from the 8th, to the I8th,

Most vingyards require &t lest 10 days to pick their
erop. Those therefore that started on the 3Ist,, made the
most of the first days of fine weather and were able to finish
vintaging during the second spell of fine weather from the
§th, to 7th., did so under good conditions, Their wines will
certainly be good. Moany however did mot start until late in
the week and some, including some of the well known vineysrds
in the Medoe, did not begin until the week beginning the
S$th, of Octeber. The guality of these wines has certainly
suffered from the faet that they were largely gathered in the
rain and that by the time the lest were being picked many
of the grapea were rotting.

In the aweet white wine producing areas hopes were
also high but here, where the vintage is always loter, they
have been more sericusly affected by the bad weather. The
sunny weather thet we have had since the I8th. October hus
renowed the possibility of useful wines being made but at the
time of writing ( 2Ist. October ) the vintage hus only just
begun and a great deal will depend on the weather during the
next two weeks.

The quslity of wines produced this year will
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eertainly vary enormously. Apert from the mixed weather during
the vintage growers have alse had to cope with the twe habitual
difficulties of wines produced im a hot susmer - lock of
agidity and dangerously high temperatures during the vinification,
Before the vintage it wes hoped that wines would be produced

of similer quality, and perhaps similar in style, to those

of I959. Some will reach this high level but others, who had
been less fortunate with the weather and less skillful in
their vinification will not do seo. It is likely that they will
therefore vary from " very good " to ¥ fair * and perhaps

even to " poor ¥,

If the overall quality is not as cutstanding as had
been hoped the gquantity has beatem all the most eptimistie
forecasts, Bxact figures will net be known until the
* Ddelaration de riécolte " in November but it is already
elear that some areas have produced as mmech this year as
in such record years 28 1955 and 19050,



